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::::::::::: ANNOUNCEMENTS ::::::::::::::::

Four Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education Program Grants Awarded in Kentucky
Winners of the 2002 Southern Region SARE Grants were announced, in the region's Spring 2002 newsletter, Common Ground. Southern SARE administers six grant programs: Research & Education; Professional Development; On-farm Research; Producer Grants; Graduate Student Awards; Sustainable Community Innovation. Four grants were awarded in Kentucky for adding value to fruits & vegetables, studying stream bank erosion, enhancing marketing & outreach, and edamame promotion. 

The Awards

Professional Development Grant: Adding Value with Small-Scale Fruit and Vegetable Processing Betty S. King, University of Kentucky, $41,965
  

Graduate Student Grant: Streambank Erosion Associated with Grazing Activities in Kentucky Dwayne R. Edwards / Carmen T. Anderson, University of Kentucky, $9,836
  

Producer Grant: Market Enhancement and Outreach Project Janet Eaton (Farm & Garden Market Cooperative Assoc.), $12,800
  

Sustainable Community Innovation Grant: Keen on Beans: Establishing Edamame Awareness and Demand for Kentucky Consumers and Growers Martha W. Lee (Daviess Co. Extension Service), University of Kentucky, $8,712
  

The SARE Southern Region includes Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, Puerto Rico and the US Virgin Islands. For more information about programs of the Southern Region SARE, visit their web site www.griffin.peachnet.edu/sare.
:::::::::: NEW RFP/GRANT LISTINGS ::::::::

(1) 2002 Horticulture Advertising Cost-share Grants (AD&S, MKT)


(2) Environmental Research & Education Foundation Offers Scholarships (ENV, R&D)


(3) BP Conservation Program to Fund Student-led Research Teams (ENV, R&D)


(4) Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation Invites Nominations for Annunzio Awards (AW, R&D) 


(5) Groundwater Foundation Accepting Awards Nominations (ENV, AW)


(6) Low Income Taxpayer Clinic Grant Program (RCD)


(7) Migrant Education Even Start Program (ED, W&M)


(8) National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations Invites Entries (AW)


(9) National Technical Assistance, Training, Research, and Evaluation Request for Grant Proposals (ED, RCD)


(10) Nominations Being Accepted for 2002 Martha Layne Collins Leadership Award (AW, W&M)


(11) Philip Morris Environmental Grants (ENV, AD&S)


(12) Rural Housing Service Inviting Applications for the Rural Community Development Initiative [RCDI] (RCD)


(13) Rural Housing Service Announces Housing Preservation Grants (RCD)


(14) Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program Announces Graduate Student Award in Sustainable Agriculture (AD&S, R&D)


(15) Targeted Commodity Partnerships for Risk Management Education (ED)


Listing categories are in parentheses.  Abbreviations are as follows: AD&S = Agricultural Diversification & Sustainability; AW = Awards & Recognitions; ED = Education & Technology; ENV = Environment & Natural Resources; LP = Loan Programs; MKT = Marketing & Market Access; R&D = Research & Development; RCD = Rural Community Development; VA = Value-added; W&M = Women & Minorities; Y&L = Youth & Leadership
------------------*****------------------

(1) 2002 Horticulture Advertising Cost-share Grants (AD&S, MKT)


Deadline: June 3 and September 1 (by 4:30 p.m. for both dates)

http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/programs/hort/Adcostshare.htm

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Division for Value-Added Horticulture & Aquaculture Marketing has quarterly grants available for horticulture businesses to conduct advertising. 

Grants are 50% cash match. Proposals will be reviewed based on the sample criteria. Grant is based on reimbursement of actual approved expenses; awardees will be notified in order to make such purchases. 

See the guidelines and application for detailed grant information (http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/pdf/2002AdCostShareGrant.PDF). 

For more information visit the RFP link:

http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/programs/hort/Adcostshare.htm
(2) Environmental Research & Education Foundation Offers Scholarships (ENV, R&D)


Deadline: September 1, annually

The Environmental Research and Education Foundation annually offers funding through the Francois Fiessinger Scholarship Fund to support the work of outstanding students pursuing environmental research at the doctoral level.

Applications will be considered from full-time Ph.D. students who have a clearly demonstrated interest in environmental research. Awards are made without regard to an applicant's race, religion, national or ethnic origin, citizenship, or disability. Applications from students outside the United States or studying abroad will receive equal consideration.

Scholarships will be awarded on the basis of: academic or professional performance; relevance of one's work to the advancement of environmental science; and potential for success. Awards include up to $12,000 per year, renewable for two additional years for a total of $36,000. Amounts awarded take into account the cost of tuition at the recipient's institution and any other funds received.

Applications are available at the foundation's Web site or by contacting the foundation's offices.

Contact:

Environmental Research and Education Foundation

4301 Connecticut Ave., NW,

Suite 300

Washington, DC 20008

Tel: (202) 364-3789

RFP Link: http://www.erefdn.org/scholar.html 
(3) BP Conservation Program to Fund Student-led Research Teams (ENV, R&D)


Deadline: October 31, 2002

A collaboration between two leading conservation organizations, BirdLife International and Fauna & Flora International (FFI), and British Petroleum (BP), the BP Conservation Program promotes pioneering research projects world-wide to investigate threatened animals, plants, and habitats and advance biodiversity conservation. The program seeks to support and encourage long-term conservation projects, which address global conservation priorities at a local level.

The program offers financial support to conservation project teams that: address a global conservation priority; have under- or post-graduate students in full- or part-time education as a majority of members; have host country recognition; and involve local counterparts. International project teams are preferred, but teams of entirely one nationality planning to work within their own country are still eligible. Funding is available to teams from all over the world. Experienced teams, with many expeditions behind them, will not be considered. The program will also not support the salaries of professional academics or researchers.

Please see the program's Web site for complete program guidelines and information on obtaining and submitting the application form.

RFP Link: http://conservation.bp.com/
(4) Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation Invites Nominations for Annunzio Awards (AW, R&D) 

Deadline: May 31, 2002

The Christopher Columbus Fellowship Foundation, an independent Congressionally chartered agency, supports and recognizes new discoveries in all fields for the benefit of humanity.

The foundation's Work in Progress program bestows the $200,000 Frank Annunzio Awards to honor "cutting edge" innovation. Two awards of $50,000 each are presented in both the Arts/Humanities/Humanitarian field and the Science/Technology field. The awards recognize individual Americans who are improving the world through ingenuity and innovation and are designed to provide incentive for the recipient to continue his/her research or a specific project.

The foundation invites nominations of living U.S. citizens from the general public. Additional information and nomination forms are available at the program's Web site, and Nominations may be submitted online.

RFP Link: http://www.columbusfdn.org/progress/ 


(5) Groundwater Foundation Accepting Awards Nominations (ENV, AW)


Deadline: July 14, 2002

The Groundwater Foundation, a national nonprofit organization dedicated to educating the public about the nature and value of groundwater, is now accepting nominations for its three national awards. The awards honor those individuals who create a legacy of groundwater protection through local action, education, and government service. The awards include:

 The Vern Haverstick Groundwater Hero Award, which showcases

 groundwater protection activities by community residents.

 Any member of the public is eligible for this award.

 The Edith Stevens Groundwater Educator Award, which

 recognizes educators who understand the importance of

 groundwater, motivate others to protect groundwater, and

 lead by personal example. Individuals actively involved

 with the implementation and delivery of groundwater edu-

 cation programs are eligible for the award.

 The E. Benjamin Nelson Government Service Award, which

 recognizes and honors an elected or appointed public offi-

 cial who has significantly advanced environmental and

 groundwater stewardship. Any government official on the

 local, state, or federal levels, whether elected, appointed,

 or career civil service, is eligible to receive the award.

 Award recipients will receive complimentary travel, lodging,

 and registration for the Groundwater Foundation's annual

 conference, November 18-20, 2002, in Eugene, Oregon.

 Nomination requirements are available at the Groundwater

 Foundation Web site.

 RFP Link: http://www.groundwater.org/Awards/awards.htm 

(6) Low Income Taxpayer Clinic Grant Program (RCD)


Deadline: July 1, 2002 (receipt, not postmark)

The IRS will award up to $100,000 in matching funds to qualifying organizations for a Low-Income Taxpayer Clinic Grant for the 2003 grant cycle.

Section 7526 of the Internal Revenue Code authorizes the IRS, 

subject to the availability of appropriated funds, to make grants to 

provide matching funds for the development, expansion, or continuation 

of qualified low income taxpayer clinics. Section 7526 authorizes the 

IRS to provide grants to qualified organizations that represent low 

income taxpayers in controversies with the IRS and/or inform 

individuals for whom English is a second language of their tax rights 

and responsibilities.

Send completed grant applications to:

Internal Revenue Service, SPEC Hqs

Mail Stop 55 WI

Attn: Grants Administration Office

401 W. Peachtree Street NW

Atlanta, Georgia 30308

Copies of the grant application package (IRS publication 3319) can be downloaded from the IRS Internet site at http://www.irs.gov or ordered by calling 1-800-829-3676.

For Further Information Contact: Beverly Smith, LITC Management and Program Analyst, 317-226-6771.

RFP Listing: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12465-filed 

(7) Migrant Education Even Start Program (ED, W&M)


Deadline: July 5, 2002

The Migrant Education Even Start (MEES) program is designed to help break the cycle of poverty and improve the literacy of participating migratory families by integrating early childhood education, adult literacy or adult basic education (including English language training, as appropriate), and parenting education into a unified family literacy program.

While any entity is eligible to apply for a grant under the MEES program, the Assistant Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education specifically invites applications from State educational agencies (SEAs) that administer migrant education programs; local educational agencies (LEAs) that have a high percentage of migratory students; non-profit community-based organizations that work with migratory families; and faith-based organizations, provided that they meet all statutory and regulatory requirements.

Available Funds: For FY 2002, ~$7,000,000 is available for this program.

Estimated Range of Awards: $75,000 - $300,000

Estimated Number of Awards: 20 – 25

(Note: The Department in not bound by any estimates in this notice.)

For Further Information Contact: DonnaMarie Marlow, U.S. Department 

of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Office of 

Migrant Education, 400 Maryland Avenue, SW., Room 3E313, Washington, DC 20202-6135. Telephone: (202) 260-1164. The program contact may also be reached via e-mail at donnamarie.marlow@ed.gov. If you use a 

telecommunications device for the deaf (TDD), you may call the Federal 

Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339.

RFP and Application Packet: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12620-filed
(8) National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations Invites Entries (AW)


Deadline: August 30, 2002

The Yale School of Management, the Goldman Sachs Foundation, and the Pew Charitable Trusts have joined together to form the Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures. The Partnership is currently accepting entries for its National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations, which will award grants and technical assistance to nonprofits seeking to start or expand successful profit-making ventures.

The competition will award $100,000 to four grand-prize winners, and $25,000 to four semi-finalists. In addition to cash awards, winners will receive technical business planning consultations to assist their organizations in moving their earned-income ventures forward.

To be eligible, nonprofit organizations must: have established 501(c)(3) status; be headquartered in the United States; be in the planning stages of establishing an earned-income business venture, or have an earned-income venture in operation for no more than twenty-four months as of August 30, 2002. The applicant venture may be a nonprofit subsidiary, a for-profit subsidiary, or a program of a nonprofit organization. Entrants may operate or seek to operate various types of business ventures including: service-related (fee for service); product-related (manufacturing and/or sales); cause-related marketing; or renting or leasing property. Nonprofit organizations of all types are invited to enter and there is no minimum or maximum annual budget requirement. Individuals are not eligible to enter the competition.

Please see the Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures for complete competition guidelines and entry procedures and forms.

RFP Link: http://ventures.yale.edu/aboutcompetition.asp
(9) National Technical Assistance, Training, Research, and Evaluation Request for Grant Proposals (ED, RCD)


Deadline: June 19, 2002 (by 4:00 p.m. EDT)

Economic Development Administration (EDA) will conduct a pre-proposal conference June 5, 2002 at 2:00 p.m. in the Department of Commerce Herbert C. Hoover Bldg., Washington, DC at which time questions regarding these projects can be answered.  Potential applicants are encouraged to provide written questions by June 3, 2002. Prospective applicants unable to attend this conference may participate by teleconference.  Teleconference information may be obtained by calling 202-482-4085 between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. on June 4, 2002.

The role of government is to create conditions in which jobs 

are created, and in which people can find work. EDA is soliciting 

proposals to determine the role institutions of higher education can 

play in local and regional economic development and to conduct a 

demonstration project of faith-based and community organizations in 

economic development that will help our partners across the nation 

(states, regions and communities) create wealth and minimize poverty by promoting a favorable business environment to attract private capital investment and high skill, high wage jobs through world-class capacity building, infrastructure, business assistance, research grants and strategic initiatives. EDA will fulfill this mission by promoting progressive domestic business policies and growth, and by assisting states, communities, and individuals to achieve their highest economic potential.

Proposals may be mailed to

John J. McNamee, Director

Research and National Technical Assistance Division

Economic Development Administration

Room 7019 US Dept of Commerce

1401 Constitution Avenue, NW

Washington, DC  20230

For Further Information Contact: John J. McNamee, 202-482-4085; jmcnamee@eda.doc.gov
RFP Listing: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-12607-filed
(10) Nominations Being Accepted for 2002 Martha Layne Collins Leadership Award (AW, W&M)


Deadline: July 1, 2002

Nominations for the 2002 Martha Layne Collins Leadership Award are being received by Women Leading Kentucky, a non-profit Board committed to advancing leadership opportunities for women of all ages.  The award will be presented at the 3rd Annual Women’s Business and Leadership Conference, September 19 at the Radisson Hotel in Lexington.  

Criteria for the award includes women who demonstrate outstanding leadership ability, whose contributions enhance the image of Kentucky and who serve as a role model for other Kentucky women.  Nominees should be committed to continuous learning, demonstrate values of loyalty, perseverance and sensitivity to diversity, as well as representing a commitment to Kentucky’s people, their economic sufficiency and advancement.

To nominate someone online, or to register for the conference go to: http://www.womenleadlingky.com or e-mail womenleadingky@kentucky.com
(11) Philip Morris Environmental Grants (ENV, AD&S)


Deadline: September 30 annually

Philip Morris began supporting the effort to protect the environment in 1956, with a grant to help create Keep America Beautiful. Today, the role Philip Morris has taken in the area of environmental grant making is underscored by our direct connection to agriculture. All Philip Morris products are agriculturally based, making us one of the largest users of agricultural products in the United States. The themes of our program address the manner in which we utilize our lands and our natural resources and the priority we place on their well- being for future generations.

Our guidelines are focused primarily on two key areas: 

The restoration, preservation and conservation of local watersheds and waterways, particularly groundwater, surface water and drinking water. 

The preservation of farmlands and agricultural resources, and the development of environmentally sound farming practices.

Within these two focuses, special attention is given to community programs that demonstrate successful restoration techniques and/or foster partnerships, educate citizens, and provide sound information on resource management. We look for fresh approaches to existing problems--approaches that may serve as models and contribute to society's understanding of environmental issues.

For more information on applying for a Philip Morris Environmental Grant visit http://www.philipmorris.com/philanthropy/environment/environment_grant_guide.asp#EnvironmentGrantGuidelines.  

(12) Rural Housing Service Inviting Applications for the Rural Community Development Initiative [RCDI] (RCD)


Deadline: July 2, 2002 (4:00 p.m.)
This Notice announces the availability of $12 million of grant 

funds for the RCDI program through the Rural Housing Service (RHS), 

herein referred to as the Agency, USDA. Applicants must provide 

matching funds in an amount at least equal to the Federal grant. These 

grants will be made to qualified intermediary organizations that will 

provide financial and technical assistance to recipients to develop 

their capacity and ability to undertake projects related to housing, 

community facilities, or community and economic development.

The purpose of this initiative is to develop or increase the 

recipient's capacity through a program of financial and technical 

assistance to perform in the areas of housing, community facilities, or community and economic development. Strengthening the recipient's 

capacity in these areas will benefit the communities they serve. The 

RCDI structure requires the intermediary (grantee) to provide a program of financial and technical assistance to recipients. The recipients will in turn provide programs to their communities (beneficiaries).

Entities wishing to apply for assistance may download the application requirements delineated in this Notice from the RCDI Web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/rcdi/index.htm.  Applicants may also 

request application packages from: Beth Jones, Rural Housing Service, 

STOP 0787, Room 0183, 1400 Independence Ave. SW., Washington, DC 20250-0787, Telephone (202) 720-1498, e-mail: epjones@rdmail.rural.usda.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Beth Jones, Senior Loan Specialist, 

Community Programs, RHS, USDA, STOP 0787, Room 0183, 1400 Independence 

Ave. SW., Washington, DC 20250-0787, Telephone (202) 720-1498, 

Facsimile (202) 690-0471, e-mail: epjones@rdmail.rural.usda.gov. 

You may also obtain information from the RCDI Web site at: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rhs/rcdi/index.htm. 

(13) Rural Housing Service Announces Housing Preservation Grants (RCD)


Deadline: May 28, 2002 (5:00 p.m. at state Rural Development Office)

The Rural Housing Service (RHS) announces that it is 

soliciting competitive applications under its Housing Preservation 

Grant (HPG) program. The HPG program is a grant program, which provides qualified public agencies, private nonprofit organizations, and other eligible entities grant funds to assist very low- and low-income homeowners repair and rehabilitate their homes in rural areas, and to assist rental property owners and cooperative housing complexes to repair and rehabilitate their units if they agree to make such units available to low- and very low-income persons. This action is taken to comply with Agency regulations found in 7 CFR part 1944, subpart N, which require the Agency to announce the opening and closing dates for receipt of pre-applications for HPG funds from eligible applicants. The intended effect of this Notice is to provide eligible organizations notice of these dates.

Applicants wishing to apply for assistance must contact the Rural Development State office serving the place in which they desire to submit an application to receive further information and copies of the application package. Rural Development will date and time stamp incoming applications to evidence timely receipt, and, upon request, will provide the applicant with a written acknowledgment of receipt. A listing of Rural Development State offices, their addresses, telephone numbers, and person to contact follows:

Kentucky State Office, 771 Corporate Drive, Suite 200, Lexington, KY 

40503, (859) 224-7325, TDD (859) 224-7422, Paul Higgins

RFP Link: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rd/nofas/2002/hpg022502.txt
(14) Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program Announces Graduate Student Award in Sustainable Agriculture (R&D, AD&S)
Deadline: January 8, 2003

The Southern Region SARE is requesting proposals for Graduate Student research projects that address issues of sustainable agriculture of current and potential importance to the Southern Region and the nation.  The Southern SARE Graduate Student Awards in Sustainable Agriculture grants a one-time project maximum of $10,000.  Projects may last up to three years.  A candidate may receive only one Southern SARE Graduate Student Award during her or his graduate student career.  

RFP and Proposal Guidelines: http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/sare/2003calls/2003GSCF.PDF
(15) Targeted Commodity Partnerships for Risk Management Education (ED)
Deadline: June 3, 2002

In accordance with section 522 of the Federal Crop Insurance Act, the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation (FCIC) announces the availability of ~$2 million for partnership agreements that will fund risk management training and informational activities, with a priority for reaching agricultural producers of agricultural commodities currently covered by section 196 of the Agricultural Market Transition Act* (7 U.S.C. 7333); specialty crops; and underserved commodities (collectively referred to as “Targeted Commodities”).  The maximum funding available to any recipient of a partnership agreement award will be $100,000.  Recipients of awards must demonstrate non-financial benefits from a partnership agreement and must agree to substantial involvement of RMA in the project. 

For complete instructions visit http://www.rma.usda.gov/news/2002/04/020424apkitcommodities.html
*Commodities listed in 7 U.S.C. 7333 are floricultural, ornamental nursery, Christmas tree crops, turf grass sod, seed crops, aquaculture (including ornamental fish) and industrial crops.  Other specifics on eligible crops can be obtained at http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=browse_usc&docid=Cite:+7USC7333.  

--------------------------------<<>>----------------------------------

Receipt of this bulletin does not imply eligibility for any of the above awards.  Please, review all eligibility requirements for grants in which you are interested.

--------------------------------<<>>----------------------------------

For up-to-date information on Agricultural Development Board funding decisions, visit the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy web site.

http://www.kyagpolicy.gov
If you have a question or would like more information about the list, send e-mail to the list administrator at:

govkyagpolicy@mail.state.ky.us
Copyright 2001-2002, the Kentucky Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship and the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy.  All rights reserved.
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