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::::::::::: ANNOUNCEMENTS ::::::::::::::::

Kentucky Agricultural Development Board to Meet in Princeton

The July meeting of the KY Agricultural Development Board will be at the UK Research & Education Center in Princeton.  The meeting will convene at 10:00 a.m. Central Time on Friday, July 19.  Meetings are open to the public and all are welcome to attend.

:::::::::: NEW RFP/GRANT LISTINGS ::::::::

(1) 2002 Horticulture Advertising Cost-share Grants (AD&S, MKT)


(2) Community Food & Nutrition Program [CFNP] (RCD)


(3) Community Outreach and Assistance to Women, Limited Resource and Other Traditionally Under Served Farmers & Ranchers Program (RCD, W&M)


(4) Developing Uses for Small-diameter and Low-valued Hardwoods and Softwoods (R&D)


(5) Environmental Leadership Program Offers Fellowships (ENV, Y&L)


(6) Help Us Help Foundation Offers Tech Grants to Schools and Youth Organizations (E&T, Y&L)


(7) International Buyer Program Support for Domestic Trade Shows (MKT)


(8) Local Dial-up Internet Grants (RCD, E&T)


(9) National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations Invites Entries (AW)


(10) Philip Morris Environmental Grants (ENV, AD&S)


(11) Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program Announces Graduate Student Award in Sustainable Agriculture (R&D, AD&S)


(12) Value-added Agricultural Product Market Development Grant Program [VADG] (MKT, VA)


Listing categories are in parentheses.  Abbreviations are as follows: AD&S = Agricultural Diversification & Sustainability; AW = Awards & Recognitions; E&T = Education & Technology; ENV = Environment & Natural Resources; LP = Loan Programs; MKT = Marketing & Market Access; R&D = Research & Development; RCD = Rural Community Development; VA = Value-added; W&M = Women & Minorities; Y&L = Youth & Leadership
------------------*****------------------

(1) 2002 Horticulture Advertising Cost-share Grants (AD&S, MKT)


Deadline: September 1 (by 4:30 p.m. for both dates)

http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/programs/hort/Adcostshare.htm

The Kentucky Department of Agriculture, Division for Value-Added Horticulture & Aquaculture Marketing has quarterly grants available for horticulture businesses to conduct advertising. 

Grants are 50% cash match. Proposals will be reviewed based on the sample criteria. Grant is based on reimbursement of actual approved expenses; awardees will be notified in order to make such purchases. 

See the guidelines and application for detailed grant information (http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/pdf/2002AdCostShareGrant.PDF). 

For more information visit the RFP link:

http://www.kyagr.com/mkt_promo/hort/programs/hort/Adcostshare.htm
(2) Community Outreach and Assistance to Women, Limited Resource and Other Traditionally Under Served Farmers & Ranchers Program (RCD, W&M)

Deadline: July 19, 2002

The Federal Crop Insurance Corporation announces the availability of approximately $1 million in FY 2002 for cooperative agreements that will be used to provide outreach and assistance to under-served farmers and ranchers (under-served agricultural producers).  Funding will be provided to qualified community based organizations, educational institutions, other non profit organizations and other entities to identify and implement unique and innovative outreach projects for providing these under-served agricultural producers with the knowledge, skills, and tools necessary to make informed risk management decisions for their operations in areas including, but not limited to crop insurance and other risk management tools, marketing strategies, managing human resources, legal and labor.

RFP Link: http://www.rma.usda.gov/news/2002/06/frnoticeoutreach.pdf 


(3) Developing Uses for Small-diameter and Low-valued Hardwoods and Softwoods (R&D)


Deadline:    Monday, July 15, 2002.

The USDA Forest Service, Forest Products Laboratory requests proposals for forest products demonstration projects related to using small- diameter material and low-valued trees removed from hazardous fuel reduction activities. These funds are targeted to help communities, entrepreneurs, and others turn this thinning material into marketable forest products. These projects may be in conjunction with hazardous fuel reduction projects or could use material already removed. The goals of the grant are the following:

· To provide technical assistance for processing and manufacturing of small-diameter or low-valued hardwoods and softwoods.

· To help local enterprises or communities develop prototypes of forest products that use small-diameter or low-valued hardwoods and softwoods.

· To develop demonstration projects showcasing innovative uses for the small-diameter or low-valued hardwood and softwood resource.

· To conduct economic feasibility assessments of proposed products.

· To evaluate markets and/or marketing of low-valued softwoods and hardwoods.

They are looking for creative solutions to address the nationwide 

challenge in dealing with low-valued hardwoods and softwoods. Examples 

include value-added processing, such as finger-jointing or edge-gluing 

short lumber for millwork, machine stress rating lumber for engineered 

wood products, small-scale bioenergy applications (less than 1 MW 

electrical or 10 million BTUs thermal), erosion control mats, wood 

shavings, engineered wood products, wood/plastic composites, and 

roundwood as structural building elements.

    Funding may be allocated for such things as technical assistance, 

marketing, prototype development, engineering designs and plans, log-

sort yards, feasibility studies, and construction of demonstration structures using roundwood.

For more information visit the RFP link in the Federal Register:

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-14541-filed 

(4) Environmental Leadership Program Offers Fellowships (ENV, Y&L)

Deadline: October 1, 2002

The Environmental Leadership Program (ELP), a nonprofit center for leadership development within the environmental field, works to strengthen the environmental movement by addressing the leadership development and training needs of its emerging professionals.

The ELP Fellowship is a national program designed to build the leadership capacity of the environmental field's most promising emerging professionals from the United States and U.S. territories. The three-year fellowship provides training, project support, and a peer network to 25 talented and diverse individuals each year from all sectors of the environmental field, including nonprofits, business, government, and higher education. Fellows receive a $2,000 participation stipend; travel and accommodations for four fellowship retreats; access to funding for leadership-building projects; and national recognition through the program.

Applicants should be relatively new to the environmental field, with approximately three to ten years of professional experience or post-undergraduate academic studies. Applicants must be residents of the United States or U.S. territories. As part of its goal to promote diversity of race, ethnicity, gender, values, traditions, and issue expertise in the environmental field, ELP seeks individuals from across a broad spectrum of backgrounds and professional experience.

Visit the ELP Web site for complete program and application information.

RFP Link: http://www.elpnet.org/home.html 

(5) Help Us Help Foundation Offers Tech Grants to Schools and Youth Organizations (E&T, Y&L)

Deadline: August 31, 2002; February 28, 2003; August 31, 2003

With support from the Oracle Corporation, the nonprofit Help Us Help Foundation assists K-12 public schools and youth organizations in economically challenged communities to obtain information technology tools.

Grants of computer equipment and software are available to schools and youth organizations that provide educational programs in low-income communities. The program will donate new Internet appliances and laser printers as well as all the ancillary equipment necessary to connect the devices, including network hubs, cables, and electrical surge protectors.

For complete guidelines and online application forms, see the Help Us Help Foundation Web site.

RFP Link: http://www.helpushelp.org/ 

(6) International Buyer Program Support for Domestic Trade Shows (MKT)

Deadline: August 26, 2002 (in-hand, not postmark)

    The International Buyer Program was established to bring international buyers together with U.S. firms by promoting leading U.S. trade shows in industries with high export potential. The International Buyer Program emphasizes cooperation between the DOC and trade show organizers to benefit U.S. firms exhibiting at selected events and provides practical, hands-on assistance such as export counseling and market analysis to U.S. companies interested in exporting. The assistance provided to show organizers includes worldwide overseas promotion of selected shows to potential international buyers, end-users, representatives and distributors. The worldwide promotion is executed through the offices of the DOC United States and Foreign Commercial Service (hereinafter referred to as the Commercial Service) in 74 countries representing America's major trading partners, and also in U.S. Embassies in countries where the Commercial Service does not maintain offices. The Department expects to select approximately 28 shows for FY2004 from among applicants to the program. Shows selected for the International Buyer Program will provide a venue for U.S. companies interested in expanding their sales into international markets.

CONTACT: Jim Boney, Product Manager, International Buyer Program, Room 2116, Export Promotion Services, U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service, International Trade Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, 14th & Constitution Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20230. Telephone: (202) 482-0146; Fax: (202) 482-0115; Email: Jim.Boney@mail.doc.gov. 

For more information visit the RFP link in the Federal Register:

http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-16258-filed 

(7) Local Dial-up Internet Grants (RCD, E&T)


Deadline: August 20, 2002

The Rural Utilities Service (RUS) announces the availability of grant funds to finance the acquisition, construction and installation of equipment, facilities and systems to provide local dial-up Internet access services in rural America. Two and a half million dollars in grant funds is available, through a Pilot Program, to encourage eligible entities to provide Internet service to rural consumers where such service does not currently exist. This program will provide grant funds, on a competitive basis, to entities serving communities up to 20,000 inhabitants to ensure rural consumers enjoy the same quality and range of telecommunications services that are available in urban and suburban communities.

Grants may be made to legally organized entities providing, or proposing to provide, local dial-up Internet services in rural areas. Eligible entities may be public bodies, commercial companies including 

limited liability companies, cooperatives, nonprofits, and limited dividend or mutual associations.

RFP Link: http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/getdoc.cgi?dbname=2002_register&docid=02-15720-filed 

(8) National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations Invites Entries (AW)


Deadline: August 30, 2002

The Yale School of Management, the Goldman Sachs Foundation, and the Pew Charitable Trusts have joined together to form the Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures. The Partnership is currently accepting entries for its National Business Plan Competition for Nonprofit Organizations, which will award grants and technical assistance to nonprofits seeking to start or expand successful profit-making ventures.

The competition will award $100,000 to four grand-prize winners, and $25,000 to four semi-finalists. In addition to cash awards, winners will receive technical business planning consultations to assist their organizations in moving their earned-income ventures forward.

To be eligible, nonprofit organizations must: have established 501(c)(3) status; be headquartered in the United States; be in the planning stages of establishing an earned-income business venture, or have an earned-income venture in operation for no more than twenty-four months as of August 30, 2002. The applicant venture may be a nonprofit subsidiary, a for-profit subsidiary, or a program of a nonprofit organization. Entrants may operate or seek to operate various types of business ventures including: service-related (fee for service); product-related (manufacturing and/or sales); cause-related marketing; or renting or leasing property. Nonprofit organizations of all types are invited to enter and there is no minimum or maximum annual budget requirement. Individuals are not eligible to enter the competition.

Please see the Partnership on Nonprofit Ventures for complete competition guidelines and entry procedures and forms.

RFP Link: http://ventures.yale.edu/aboutcompetition.asp
(9) Philip Morris Environmental Grants (ENV, AD&S)


Deadline: September 30 annually

Philip Morris began supporting the effort to protect the environment in 1956, with a grant to help create Keep America Beautiful. Today, the role Philip Morris has taken in the area of environmental grant making is underscored by our direct connection to agriculture. All Philip Morris products are agriculturally based, making us one of the largest users of agricultural products in the United States. The themes of our program address the manner in which we utilize our lands and our natural resources and the priority we place on their well- being for future generations.

Our guidelines are focused primarily on two key areas: 

The restoration, preservation and conservation of local watersheds and waterways, particularly groundwater, surface water and drinking water. 

The preservation of farmlands and agricultural resources, and the development of environmentally sound farming practices.

Within these two focuses, special attention is given to community programs that demonstrate successful restoration techniques and/or foster partnerships, educate citizens, and provide sound information on resource management. We look for fresh approaches to existing problems--approaches that may serve as models and contribute to society's understanding of environmental issues.

For more information on applying for a Philip Morris Environmental Grant visit http://www.philipmorris.com/philanthropy/environment/environment_grant_guide.asp#EnvironmentGrantGuidelines.  

(10) Southern Region Sustainable Agriculture Research & Education (SARE) Program Announces Graduate Student Award in Sustainable Agriculture (R&D, AD&S)
Deadline: January 8, 2003

The Southern Region SARE is requesting proposals for Graduate Student research projects that address issues of sustainable agriculture of current and potential importance to the Southern Region and the nation.  The Southern SARE Graduate Student Awards in Sustainable Agriculture grants a one-time project maximum of $10,000.  Projects may last up to three years.  A candidate may receive only one Southern SARE Graduate Student Award during her or his graduate student career.  

RFP and Proposal Guidelines: http://www.griffin.peachnet.edu/sare/2003calls/2003GSCF.PDF
(11) Value-added Agricultural Product Market Development Grant Program [VADG] (MKT, VA)


Deadline: August 8, 2002; 4:00 p.m.

The Rural Business-Cooperative Service (RBS) announces the availability of approximately $33 million in competitive grant funds for fiscal year 2002 to help independent agricultural producers enter into value-added activities.  RBS hereby requests proposals from eligible independent producers, agricultural producer groups, farmer or rancher cooperatives, and majority-controlled producer-based business ventures interested in a competitively awarded grant to fund one of the following two activities:

1. Developing feasibility studies or business plans (including marketing plans or other planning activities) need to establish a viable value-added marketing opportunity of an agricultural product;

2. Acquiring working capital to operate a value-added business venture or an alliance that will allow the producers to better compete in domestic and international markets. 

Applications can be only for one or the other of the two activities, but not both.

Value-added products are defined as follows: 1) a change in the physical state or form of the product (e.g. milling wheat into flour); 2) production of a product in a manner that enhances its value, demonstrated through a business plan (e.g. organically grown); 3) the physical segregation of an agricultural commodity or product in a manner that results in the enhancement of the value of that commodity or product (e.g. identity preserved marketing system).  As a result of the above, the customer base for the commodity or product is expanded and a greater portion of revenue derived from the marketing, processing or physical segregation is made available to the producer of the commodity or product.  Value-added also includes using any agricultural product or commodity to produce renewable energy on a farm or ranch.

NOFA link: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/nofa.pdf 

VADG web link: http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/coops/vadg.htm
--------------------------------<<>>----------------------------------

Receipt of this bulletin does not imply eligibility for any of the above awards.  Please, review all eligibility requirements for grants in which you are interested.

--------------------------------<<>>----------------------------------

For up-to-date information on Agricultural Development Board funding decisions, visit the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy web site.

http://www.kyagpolicy.gov
If you have a question or would like more information about the list, send e-mail to the list administrator at:

govkyagpolicy@mail.state.ky.us
Copyright 2001-2002, the Kentucky Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship and the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy.  All rights reserved.
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