Minutes

Governor’s Commission on Family Farms

Frankfort, Kentucky

Berry Hill Mansion

May 2, 2001

Members present:  Jim Naive, Chairman; Karen Armstrong-Cummings; Bill Atkins; Alice Woods Baesler; John Berry, Jr.; Ron D. Catchen; Sharon Furches; John-Mark Hack; Don Halcomb; Susan Harkins; Hampton “Hoppy” Henton; Janet Johnson; Sylvia Lovely; Mattie Mack; Luther Mason; Secretary Allen Rose; Mike Stivers, representing Commissioner Billy Ray Smith.

Absent were:  Kirby Hancock; Denise Hoffman; Mark Haney; David Kash; Chris Kummer; Kenneth Mattingly; John S. Medley, Jr. and Al W. Pedigo; William Brandon Reed; Bob Sparks and Bonnie Tanner.

Staff Present:  Joel Neaveill and Angela Whitehouse

Guests included:  Susan Goddard; Dr. Harold Benson; Louie Rivers; Bob Polsgrove; Terry Garmon; Jim Mansfield; Devon Hankins; Edith Fultz; Bill McCloskey; Rhodes Johnston; Sandy Gardner

Chairman Naïve called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m., Angela Whitehouse, Board Secretary called the roll.

Minutes of the March 28, 2001 meeting were approved.

Hoppy Henton, Director of the Kentucky Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship introduced the new Center staff.  Mr. Henton briefed Commission members on the Center’s activities to date and presented them with a document illustrating goals and objectives of the Center staff.    

Sylvia Lovely informed the Commission that the next meeting of the Partners for Family Farms is on May 8th beginning at 10:00 am at the E.S. Good Barn in Lexington.  Ms. Lovely was also recently elected President of the Partner for Family Farms.

The floor was open for general discussion.  

Ron Catchen commented that there are no farm organizations that are taking the initiative to start a cigarette manufacturing cooperative.  By developing this type of cooperative, those participating would get a higher price per pound for their tobacco.  Karen Armstrong-Cummings indicated that Joe Kelly of the Burley Tobacco Growers Cooperative board is looking at cooperative tobacco groups.  Don Halcomb commented that there is money to be made smokeless tobacco products such as Skoal.

Hoppy Henton formally resigned from the Commission due to his added responsibilities as Director of the Center for Agricultural Development and Entrepreneurship.  Mr. Henton offered to continue to participate at Commission meetings as his or the Center staff’s services are requested or needed.  

Jeff Hall, Director of the USDA Kentucky Farm Service Agency, will replace Mr. Henton on the Commission.

John-Mark Hack discussed the upcoming schedule for development of Kentucky’s Long-Range Agricultural Plan.  On July 10th and 11th, approximately 40 identified participants will gather to generate specific recommendations to be included in Kentucky’s Long-Range Agricultural Development Plan.   A draft of the completed document should be available on October 1.  Representatives from the groups identified in the handout will meet with Dr. Ray Goldberg during the two-day meeting.  Among the confirmed participants is Carol Tucker-Foresman who represents the national consumer interest.  Karen Armstrong-Cummings suggested that the Pritchard Committee assist in the development process.  Chairman Naive suggested that the Policy Committee assist John-Mark with the development of the Long-Range document.  John-Mark Hack indicated that the Policy Committee could help define the next steps.

Janet Johnson suggested that Planning and Zoning representatives be involved in the development process.  Mr. Hack requested that Ms. Johnson assist with talking with representatives of Kentucky planning and zoning to get their participation.  

Susan Goddard offered her assistance in furnishing names of representatives of the Workforce Development Cabinet that will participate in the planning process.  

Janet Johnson, Chair of the Marketing Committee discussed a unified marketing campaign involving Commission members and the Kentucky Department of Agriculture.  The hope is to maximize consumption of Kentucky grown products however it is essential to know the demand for such products.  

Terry Garmon, Director of the Kentucky Department of Agriculture’s Value-Added Marketing and Promotion Division continued the marketing discussion.  Mr. Garmon commented that agriculture marketing is still in its infant stage in Kentucky.  An answer to many questions may be revealed when Kentucky discovers how better to bring consumers into agriculture.

Ron Catchen, Chair of the Education Committee, briefed the Commission on the follow-up meeting to the Education Summit to be held on May 9th at 1:00 pm in Room 111 of the Capital Annex.  

Karen Armstrong-Cummings briefed Commission members on the activities of the USDA Small Farm Advisory Committee.  The Committee drafted a letter, which was handed out to members, that detail eight policy goals. Ms. Armstrong-Cummings requested that Janet Johnson and the Marketing Committee provide input on the market access and market development component of the goals identified.

Chairman Naive thanked Hoppy Henton for his service and contributions to the Commission.  He then advised the members that this meeting would be the last until autumn. 

With no other business, the meeting was adjourned at 2:00 p.m. 

All copies can be obtained at the Governor’s Office of Agricultural Policy or on the Governor’s official web site at www.kyagpolicy.com
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